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Galatians 3:1, 5-9, 14-18, 25-29 (ESV)
'O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before

Lesson XVIII — Sons of Abraham
(Galatians 3; 4:21-31; Hebrews 11:8-19)

Acts 13:23; 14:1-10
I Cor 2:2

your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified.| ;. 5.3 4

> Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles
among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith—
%just as Abraham "believed God, and it was counted to him as

. righteousness"?

7Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of
Abraham.

¥ And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham,
saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed." Gen 12:1-3

?So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with
Abraham, the man of faith.

"s0 that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to
the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit
through faith. pa

o

covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified.
*Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his
offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many,
but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ.
"This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward,
does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to
make the promise void. <- Exo 12:40

For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by
promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.

> But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a
guardian,

“® for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.

%" For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.

there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.

* And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring,
heirs according to promise.

Galatians 4:21-31 (ESV)
*ITell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen
to the law?

*For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave <Gen 17:15-21

woman and one by a firee woman.
“But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while
the son of the free woman was born through promise.

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
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8 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, {

This promise was
fulfilled in Jesus
Christ - Abraham’s

descendant
Gen 22:17,18

Offspring
*Gen 17:7; 22:18

*Paul’s overall
assertion is that
God’s promises were
not restricted to
the biological
descendants of
Abraham. The promise
of blessing refers
to Christ!

Rom 6:3,4

Rom 10:10-13
Eph 2:11-22
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**Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two
covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery;
she is Hagar.

*Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the
present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.

**But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.

*"For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the
children of the desolate one will be more than those of the one
who has a husband.”

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.

Gen 21:9-19 **But just as at that time he who was born according to the flesh
persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it
is now.

*%But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman
and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with
the son of the free woman.”

3130, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free
woman.

Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19 (ESV)
(®By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out,
Gen 12:1 | not knowing where he was going.
Acts 7:1-7 ) 9By fajth he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign
land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the
Lsame promise.

"For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, Abraham’s Descendants
whose designer and builder is God. Gen 13:16 (Dust)
11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when | gen 15:5 (stars)

she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had | gen 22:17 (stars/sand)

Birth of Isaac .
promised.

Gen 21:1-7 .
“Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born

descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

Good as Dead
Rom 4:19

Sacrifice of Isaac| '"By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and
Gen 22:1-19 he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up

his only son,

Bof whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be
named.”

YHe considered that God was able even to raise him from the
dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Pressure from Judaizers

Acts 15:1-35 (ESV)

! But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, "Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." And after Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.
350, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria,
describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers. *
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the
elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. > But some believers who belonged
to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to order
them to keep the law of Moses." ® The apostles and the elders were gathered together to
consider this matter. ' And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them,
"Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.  And God, who knows the heart, bore
witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, °and he made no distinction
between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. '° Now, therefore, why are you
putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor
we have been able to bear? ' But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord
Jesus, just as they will." ** And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul
as they related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. **
After they finished speaking, James replied, "Brothers, listen to me. '* Simeon has related how
God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. > And with this the
words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, **" 'After this | will return, and | will rebuild the
tent of David that has fallen; | will rebuild its ruins, and | will restore it, *’ that the remnant of
mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who
makes these things *® known from of old." ** Therefore my judgment is that we should not
trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, *° but should write to them to abstain from the
things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and
from blood. % For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim
him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues." >’ Then it seemed good to the apostles and
the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them and send them to Antioch
with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the
brothers, % with the following letter: "The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the
brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. ** Since we have
heard that some persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your
minds, although we gave them no instructions, ° it has seemed good to us, having come to one
accord, to choose men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, % men who
have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. >’ We have therefore sent Judas and
Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 2 For it has seemed good
to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: *° that you
abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been
strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.
Farewell." **So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the
congregation together, they delivered the letter. ** And when they had read it, they rejoiced
because of its encouragement. ** And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets,
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encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many words. ** And after they had spent some
time, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 3*** But Paul and
Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others
also.

Galatians 1:6-10 (ESV)

®| am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and
are turning to a different gospel— " not that there is another one, but there are some who
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. ® But even if we or an angel from heaven
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. ° As
we have said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the
one you received, let him be accursed. > For am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God?
Or am | trying to please man? If | were still trying to please man, | would not be a servant of
Christ.

Jesus Publicly Portrayed by Paul

Acts 13:13-25 (ESV)

¥ Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John
left them and returned to Jerusalem, ** but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in
Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. > After the reading
from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying,
"Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say it." *® So Paul stood up, and
motioning with his hand said: "Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. *’ The God of this
people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt,
and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. *® And for about forty years he put up with them in
the wilderness. > And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their
land as an inheritance. 2 All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until
Samuel the prophet. > Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a
man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 2> And when he had removed him, he raised up
David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, 'l have found in David the son of Jesse a
man after my heart, who will do all my will.' 2 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a
Savior, Jesus, as he promised. ** Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of
repentance to all the people of Israel. 2> And as John was finishing his course, he said, "What do
you suppose that | am? | am not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of
whose feet | am not worthy to untie.'

Acts 14:1-10 (ESV)

! Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that
a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. > But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the
Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. >So they remained for a long time,
speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and
wonders to be done by their hands. * But the people of the city were divided; some sided with
the Jews and some with the apostles. > When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews,
with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, ®they learned of it and fled to Lystra and
Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, " and there they continued to preach
the gospel. ®Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled
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from birth and had never walked. ° He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at
him and seeing that he had faith to be made well, *°said in a loud voice, "Stand upright on your
feet." And he sprang up and began walking.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (ESV)

YAnd I, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God
with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified. > And | was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, *and my speech
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, ®that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Hebrews 2:1-4 (ESV)

! Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from
it. 2For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable and every transgression or
disobedience received a just retribution, > how shall we escape if we neglect such a great
salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, *
while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy
Spirit distributed according to his will.

Abraham as an Example of Justification by Faith

Genesis 12:1-3 (ESV)

! Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house
to the land that | will show you. >And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. >1 will bless those who bless you, and him
who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."

Genesis 15:1-6 (ESV)

! After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, Abram, | am your
shield; your reward shall be very great." *But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me,
for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said,
"Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir." * And
behold, the word of the Lord came to him: "This man shall not be your heir; your very own son
shall be your heir." > And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and number
the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." ©
And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Genesis 22:15-19 (ESV)

> And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven *®and said, "By myself
| have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son,
your only son, *” I will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his
enemies, *®and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice." **So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together
to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.
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Romans 4:1-25 (ESV)

! What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? *For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. * For
what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness." * Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. >
And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
as righteousness, ®just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works: ’ "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered; 2 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin." °Is
this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We say that faith was
counted to Abraham as righteousness. ' How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after
he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. ' He received the
sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still
uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being
circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, 12and to make him the
father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of
the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. ** For the promise to Abraham
and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through
the righteousness of faith. ** For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. ™ For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no
transgression. *® That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and
be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, *’ as it is written, "I have made you the
father of many nations"—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. *In hope he believed against hope,
that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, "So shall your offspring
be." *He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead
(since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's
womb. 2 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his
faith as he gave glory to God, 2! fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
22That is why his faith was "counted to him as righteousness." > But the words "it was counted
to him" were not written for his sake alone, * but for ours also. It will be counted to us who
believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, > who was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification.

Promised Spirit
Acts 2:38 (ESV)

% And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

To Give a Human Example

Romans 3:5 (ESV)
> But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That
God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.)
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Romans 6:19 (ESV)

19| am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness,
so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.

Covenant with Abraham

Genesis 12:2-3 (ESV)

2 And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing. * | will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Genesis 15 (ESV)

! After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, | am your
shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me,
for | continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” * And Abram said,
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” * And
behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son
shall be your heir.” > And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number
the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” ®
And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

7 And he said to him, “l am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give
you this land to possess.” ® But he said, “O Lord Gob, how am | to know that | shall possess it?” °
He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three
years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” '° And he brought him all these, cut them in half,
and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. ** And when birds
of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great
darkness fell upon him. ** Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring
will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted
for four hundred years. * But | will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward
they shall come out with great possessions. > As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace;
you shall be buried in a good old age. '® And they shall come back here in the fourth generation,
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

7 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. *® On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,
saying, “To your offspring | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates, % the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, % the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

Hebrews 6:13-15 (ESV)

3 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear,
he swore by himself, ** saying, “Surely | will bless you and multiply you.” *> And thus Abraham,
having patiently waited, obtained the promise.
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Offspring

Genesis 17:7 (ESV)
7 And | will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.

Genesis 22:18 (ESV)
'8 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed

my voice.”

Baptized / Put on Christ

Romans 6:3-4 (ESV)

* Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? * We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

One in Christ

Romans 10:10-13 (ESV)

1% For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is
saved. ' For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” ** F
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his
riches on all who call on him. * For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

or

Ephesians 2:11-22 (ESV)

" Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by
what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— ** remember that you
were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. ** But now
in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. ** For
he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the
dividing wall of hostility ** by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances,
that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, *® and might
reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. *” And he
came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. *® For
through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. * So then you are no longer
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household
of God, % built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone, ** in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in
the Lord. % In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
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Son of Flesh / Son of Promise

Genesis 17:15-21 (ESV)

> And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah
shall be her name. ™ | will bless her, and moreover, | will give you a son by her. | will bless her,
and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” *” Then Abraham fell on
his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years
old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 8 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that
Ishmael might live before you!” *° God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and
you shall call his name Isaac. | will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for
his offspring after him. 2° As for Ishmael, | have heard you; behold, | have blessed him and will
make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and | will make him
into a great nation. ** But | will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you
at this time next year.”

Ishmael Persecuted Isaac

Genesis 21:8-19 (ESV)

& And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac
was weaned. ° But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham,
laughing. *° So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this
slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac.” ** And the thing was very displeasing to
Abraham on account of his son. *2 But God said to Abraham, “Be not displeased because of the
boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for
through Isaac shall your offspring be named. ** And I will make a nation of the son of the slave
woman also, because he is your offspring.” * So Abraham rose early in the morning and took
bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child,
and sent her away. And she departed and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.

> When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under one of the bushes. *® Then
she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she
said, “Let me not look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her
voice and wept. ” And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar
from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice
of the boy where he is. *® Up! Lift up the boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for | will make
him into a great nation.” ** Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she
went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink.

Not Knowing Where He Was Going

Genesis 12:1 (ESV)
! Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that | will show you.

Acts 7:1-7 (ESV)

! And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” > And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was
in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, % and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from
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your kindred and go into the land that | will show you.” * Then he went out from the land of the
Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from there into this
land in which you are now living. ° Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot’s length,
but promised to give it to him as a possession and to his offspring after him, though he had no
child. ® And God spoke to this effect—that his offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging
to others, who would enslave them and afflict them four hundred years. ’ ‘But | will judge the
nation that they serve,” said God, ‘and after that they shall come out and worship me in this
place.’

Birth of Isaac

Genesis 21:1-7 (ESV)

! The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he had promised. > And
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to
him. ®> Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. *
And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded
him. > Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. ® And Sarah said,
“God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” ” And she said, “Who
would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet | have borne him a son in his
old age.”

As Good As Dead

Romans 4:19 (ESV)

¥ He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead
(since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s
womb.

Abraham’s Descendants

Genesis 13:16 (ESV)
18| will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the
earth, your offspring also can be counted.

Genesis 15:5 (ESV)
> And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are
able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

Genesis 22:17 (ESV)

7| will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the
sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies,
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Sacrifice of Isaac

Genesis 22:1-19 (ESV)
! After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.”
2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | shall tell you.” * So
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with
him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the
place of which God had told him. * On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the
place from afar. > Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; | and the
boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” ® And Abraham took the wood of
the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So
they went both of them together. ” And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he
said, “Here | am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a
burnt offering?” ® Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my
son.” So they went both of them together.

°® When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. *°
Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. ** But the angel of
the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” **
He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now | know that you fear
God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” * And Abraham lifted up
his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. ** So
Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”

1> And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven * and said, “By
myself | have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your
son, your only son, *” | will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your offspring as the stars
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of
his enemies, *® and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you
have obeyed my voice.” * So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went
together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.
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